
 
Dear KIPP Families: 
 
As we continue planning for next school year, we are grateful for your continued engagement. We’ve had nearly 
1,000 responses to the survey sent out last week where 70% of you indicated that you are interested in having your 
child(ren) return to KIPP, in-person, this fall, and 30% of you indicated that you prefer an online learning model for (at 
least) the first semester. If you did not have the opportunity to complete the survey, you will be able to give your 
feedback in other ways described below - and for those of you who did complete, know this does not lock you into 
any one model, it was just to help inform our planning! 
 
We are actively working to incorporate your feedback and will have models available for you to further respond to in 
the coming weeks. It is our goal to have as many students back on campus, as much as possible, and in the safest way 
possible while also ensuring families have options for remote (online) learning if that is preferred.  The State has not yet 
provided guidance regarding reopening, but we learned today that the Governor plans to announce (*this Thursday*) 
the Administration's plans to help schools safely reopen. - We will be in touch as we learn more. 
 
That being said, if you are interested in participating in feedback sessions to talk through the plans for the upcoming 
year -- your ideas, concerns, etc, please indicate so HERE, and a member of our team will be in touch directly with 
further details. 
 
We are also planning and proceeding as if we will have a fall sports season, reflecting the offerings from last year. That 
includes football, volleyball, soccer, and cheerleading. We will also offer Cross Country as a club sport for students to 
participate in for students in Grades 6 - 12.  
 
At this time, we are only committing to limited on-campus (outdoor) conditioning beginning the week of July 13th. We 
will make a decision on full team practices by July 27th with a final decision about our fall sports seasons by August 
10th. Fall sports coaches will work over the next two weeks to learn the new safety protocols to be ready for students in 
mid-July and more details will be communicated soon regarding participation and next steps.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic, while challenging in so many ways, is also presenting us with an opportunity to reimagine our 
schools. As we do this, we are intentionally reflecting on how we can best reimagine our schools through a deeper lens 
of antiracism, joy, love, and action - taking steps to listen, learn, and grow as we continue in our journey. As we seek to 
create even more excellent and equitable schools, we want to hear your thoughts and ideas.  
 
Over the course of the next few months, we will be engaging in conversations with you, our students, and our team to 
learn more about your experiences, your hopes and aspirations, and what we can do to better support every KIPP 
student, staff member, and family. If you are interested in participating in these conversations, please indicate so HERE. 
There are many things we do well at KIPP, and there are always things we can do better, and will do better.  
 
We have an unequivocal commitment to anti-racism at KIPP Columbus, and as we listen to you, our team, and our 
students, we will learn more about what should come next.  In the meantime, we will be launching a holistic review of 
our policies, program, curriculum, and more, and mandatory, on-going Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) training will 
be required for all staff. We will work together to create an organizational DEI vision that we will bring to life everyday 
along with various commitments to ensure that KIPP Columbus is a place where everyone can be their best, full self.  
 
Thank you for your incredible partnership and support as we continue to build a better tomorrow -- we appreciate you! 
 
With gratitude,  

 
Hannah D. Powell 
KIPP Columbus, Executive Director 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1x33JTGjBTB7iRB5Vuov3ijoDQ0CFXz4A3lZ4BzWe4jw/edit?ts=5ef9e617
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1x33JTGjBTB7iRB5Vuov3ijoDQ0CFXz4A3lZ4BzWe4jw/edit?ts=5ef9e617

